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T h e O c e a n O g r a p h y c l a S S r O O m
In praise of Teaching assistants B y T O m g a r r I S O n
Teaching assistants (TAs) are an indispensable part of the dynamics and economics of higher education today.
Without their dedication, patience, and knowledge, most college and university programs-especially highly technical ones like marine science departmentswould grind to a halt. Their enthusiastic presence helps make our department the lively, hard-working, and generally joyful place it is.
Unlike a research university, my twoyear community college doesn't have a built-in supply of graduate students in need of temporary employment.
We draw our TAs from the best of the department's student population. Given the conditions of employment imposed on our TAs, one might question the sanity of applicants. We can't afford to pay them. We have no office space dedicated to them. They set up and break down lab preps before and after class meetings. They sit in on classes they've taken before. They grade piles of papers. About the only perk is a standing invitation to the department's traditional 
